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3rd October 2011

Dear Parent / Carer,
Re: Short Course GCSE French / Spanish
Some pupils in Year 9 are being offered, for the first time, the opportunity to achieve a GCSE Short Course in either French or Spanish at the end of Key Stage 3.  This means that your child will have an additional half a GCSE at the end of Year 11.  The qualification can be improved and ‘topped up’ to a full GCSE in Key Stage 4 through the options system.  
By taking a language, your child can improve his/her chances of getting the English Baccalaureat (Ebac) qualification which requires the study of English, Maths, Science, a Humanity such as Geography or History, and a foreign language.  Ebac is becoming a requirement of  higher education establishments.  I am sure you will want to discuss the advantages of gaining this qualification with your child.
The skills assessed will be those of either Reading and Writing or Listening and Speaking.

There will be no cost implication to you, except if your child is entered and then fails to complete the assessments.  

So that I may guage response, please complete the reply slip at the foot of the letter and return it to your child’s teacher.  
I look forward to providing your child with the skills and qualifications needed for the future in our ever-expanding multi-cultural society.
Yours faithfully,

Mrs. Christine Tully

Head of Modern Foreign Languages
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please enter my child …………………………………….. in   *9.1 / 2/ 3 for the Short Course GCSE in 
*French / Spanish (*Please delete as necessary)
Signed ………………………………………….. Name (please print) …………………………………………….
Relationship to child e.g. mother …………………………………Date …………………………………………...
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