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Trainee Reporter for Planet TV
APPLICATION FORM
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Our changing atmosphere 
In the box below, write what you already know about the atmosphere (air).

Variation and classification 
What do you know about adaptations and the way animals are put into groups.


What other qualities do you have to make you a great reporter?



During your training you will learn how forensic techniques work.  

Signed…………………………………………………

Date…………………………

You will need to complete four different challenges and your progress will be checked after each assignment.


The Mammoths Challenge
To succeed, you need to understand these concepts, answer the important questions, remember the facts and demonstrate the skills.

	Concepts

I can understand that:

· The composition of the atmosphere 
has changed continuously since 
Earth formed and so has 
the climate.
	Questions

I can answer:
· Climate change: 
too much too quickly?  
· What is in the atmosphere?
· How do we know the 
atmosphere is changing? 

· How do we know what the 
climate was like 1000's 
of years ago?


	Facts

I can remember:
· The climate is the usual pattern of temperatures, rainfall and weather conditions. 
· An example of how climate change 
has affected living things. 
· The atmosphere contains nitrogen, oxygen, argon and carbon dioxide.


· Ice cores show the atmosphere 
and climate have changed 
repeatedly in the past.
· Whenever the amount of carbon 
dioxide rose, the temperature 
went up.

	Skills

I know how to:
· Identify the relationship 
between the variables 
on a line graph

	Evidence from tasks I’ve completed



	Next steps





The Apprentice Challenge

To succeed, you need to understand these concepts, answer the important questions, remember the facts and demonstrate the skills.

	Concepts

I can understand that:

–
Good communication captures 
attention, keeps the audience 
interested, and gets the message 
across with clarity and impact.

	Questions

I can answer:

–
What makes communication 
effective and persuasive?


	Facts

I can remember:

–
Surprising facts, examples 
or demonstrations capture 
attention especially if they 
appeal to people’s emotions.
–
Stories keep people interested 
and pictures, photos, videos 
or sounds help people 
experience ideas.

–
The message is more credible 
if it is backed by evidence and 
easier to understand if there 
is no irrelevant information.
	Skills

I know how to:

· Choose the most important 
content. 

· Make ideas easier to 
understand.  

· Use and explain scientific terminology. 

· Provide convincing evidence 
in the form of data, charts 
and graphs.


	Evidence from tasks I’ve completed



	Next steps



The Polar Bear Challenge

To succeed, you need to understand these concepts, answer the important questions, remember the facts and demonstrate the skills.
	Concepts

I can understand that:

–
Animals have special features 
or behaviours (adaptations) 
that aid their survival. 
–
Changes in environmental 
conditions affect the survival of individuals and whole species.

	Questions

I can answer:

–
Climate change: 
too much too quickly?  

–
How can animals survive 
tough environments?


	Facts

I can remember:

–
That the Earth provides a 
range of different environments including polar regions, desert, rainforest and grassland.
–
That plants/animals are adapted
to the temperature, food and 
water supply in their habitat. 

–
An example of how climate 
change is affected living things.


	Skills

I know how to:

–
Infer an adaptation by matching 
an animal's features to its habitat.

	Evidence from tasks I’ve completed



	Next steps





The Turtle Challenge

To succeed, you need to understand these concepts, answer the important questions, remember the facts and demonstrate the skills.

	Concepts

I can understand that:

–
Most animal behaviours are 
instincts triggered by the 
environment

–
Instincts aid survival, but can 
make animals vulnerable when the environment changes

–
Millions of kinds of organisms 
exist, and it helps scientists 
to group them according to 
physical similarities and 
differences.

	Questions
I can answer:

–
Which are better for survival: inherited 
instincts or learned behaviours?

–
Climate change: too much too quickly?  

–
Seen one turtle, 
seen them all?



	Facts
I can remember:

–
Inherited instincts make animals 
respond to their environment in 
a predictable way, but learned 
behaviours are more flexible.

–
An example of an instinct 
triggered by the environment. 

–
An example of a change in the 
environment that causes problems 
for animals that rely on instinct. 

–
There are large groups that share 
major features including mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish.
–
Each large group can be divided 
into smaller and smaller subgroups 
that have more similarities. 
–
A group of organisms that can 
mate and produce fertile offspring 
is a species. 

	Skills

I know how to:

–
use a key to identify a species

–
use observable features 
to make a key.



	Evidence from tasks I’ve completed



	Next steps



Congratulations!

You have successfully completed your training.

Signed:  Julian Shouter
It will help you to be a better scientist and communicator if you can think about your own performance and look for ways to improve.

	What areas did I
succeed at?
	What didn’t I succeed at?
	What will I do
to improve?
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We are looking for passionate reporters with the best communication skills, who can quickly learn new ideas �like ‘how the atmosphere changes’.





Trainees will report to Julian Shouter - editor. 





Applicants must be able to:�


find out about life on Earth


use evidence to answer questions


remember important facts


analyse graphs


�Have you got what it takes to join Planet TV? 


How much do you know already?
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