Dear parent,

This letter provides details of the work that your child will complete in their science lessons in year 8.

The course

We follow the Wikid Scheme of Learning. Details of the units that we cover can be found on the science section of the BRJ web site. In years 7, 8 students are set into groups broadly based on ability.
Students study a range of content arranged in topical areas. They also look at how science works which involves developing explanations, arguments and making decisions as well as practical enquiry.
This is a 2 year course. At the end of year 8 students will sit a SATs style test. We will use the results from this test as well as the knowledge that we already have about your child’s science ability to give your child a level for the end of KS3. KS4 courses begin in year 9.

How will you know how your child is progressing?
The best way to find out about the progress that your child is making is by looking in their exercise book. Your child’s work will be marked in detail twice per half term. Your child will be given an effort grade, attainment grade and target for improvement. 

A target sheet will be stuck on the inside front cover of your child’s exercise book. This will have details of your child’s target grade and their progress towards it. Every time your child is given a level they will record it on this sheet so it will build up a clear picture of progress towards individual targets.

You will of course be informed of progress via the school reporting system.

Feel free to contact your child’s class teacher should you have any concerns over your child’s science work. 

Assessment
Your child will complete an assessment at the end of each half term. This may be in the form of a test or an assessed task. The result will be recorded on the target sheet at the front of the book.

Homework

Science homework will be set once per fortnight. Usually this will be one of the tasks on the web site but obviously this may vary depending on the needs of the group. Towards the end of each half term the homework may be to revise for the end of unit assessment. 

How you can help your child.

Your child will be issued with a KS3 revision guide. This contains all the content that your child will need to complete over the 2 year course. The revision guide can be used for revision at the end of each half term. You will need to refer to the web site to find the content of each unit. KS3 Bitesize is another good source of information. Please avoid the games section as it is of little educational value. 
If you have any questions regarding the issues raised in this letter or any other aspect of your child’s science education please do not hesitate to contact me.
We look forward to a productive and exciting year in science.

Yours sincerely

Mrs A Welsh

(Head of Science)

