

	

	


	


	



	


	


	

	



	

	


	


	



	


	


	

	


	

	

	


	




WHY STUDY HISTORY AT BRJ?

To remain ignorant of what happened before you were born is to remain always a child
Cicero, 106-43 BC
Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it
George Santayana, 1863-1952

The study of history is not designed simply to teach us quaint and interesting facts about the past, or even simply to explain how our present world emerged from its murky origins in other times or places. It is a useful subject in ways that students may not always anticipate, but which employers often understand. 
History always involves asking how we can make sense of complex situations in which the relation between origins and results, intentions and consequences is not immediately evident, and for which we have to search near and far. That kind of openness to research and awareness of the complexity of events is exactly what decision-making in business, government, law, journalism and other fields often requires.
History is also very much about the use of language—whether writing our own or reading others' --and skills of intelligent reading and lucid writing remain in demand throughout our society. Historians have to learn how to write narratives that others can follow; they not only have to know why something happened, but to be able to describe it plainly and clearly. And they have to read critically, not only to follow arguments but also to measure the distance between the purposes of an author and the meaning of his text.

THE A-LEVEL COURSE

The syllabus we offer is that of EDEXCEL. The AS level course provides a ‘bridge’ between GCSE and A-level.  A Level is the perfect preparation for University. 

	AS Level 

(Year 12)
	A2 
(Year 13)

	The Wars of the Roses, 1455 – 1485 (Exam)
	Protest, Crisis and Rebellion in England, 1536 – 1588 (Exam)



	The Reign of King Henry VII (Exam)
	

	
	The Middle East and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 1900 – 2001 (Coursework)

	Mass Media, Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945 (Exam)
	


SKILLS

The skills acquired by reading for an A Level in history provide people with a wide range of transferable skills, which are important in many career fields: 
	· Understanding and analysis of issues and events.

· Gathering information and assessing material.

· An ability for clear oral and written expression.

· Condensing facts, ideas and arguments
	· Synthesising ideas.

· Basing conclusions on research.

· Organising material in a logical and coherent way.

· Putting forward ideas and arguments in a logical and coherent way.

· Debating and putting forward a well argued case.


HISTORY AND CAREERS
History is widely regarded as a useful qualification for a wide range of higher education or career choices:
Careers which demand History:

Architecture, Broadcasting, Economist, Publisher, Solicitor
Careers that History is useful for:

Civil Service, Information Officer, I. T., Journalist, Police, Public Relations
Careers with an interest in History:

Armed Services, Banking, Film/Television, Market research, Personnel Management
A FINAL NOTE
· A Level History at BRJ is a very successful subject
· A Level History is taught by experienced staff with thorough subject knowledge and a variety of teaching methods.  They are also available for individual consultation. 

· We like to think that our teaching as a whole conveys the interest and enjoyment we have for History.

· So, if you enjoy investigation and discovery, want to study a subject which encourages you to consider evidence and make up your own mind or want to broaden science AS or A-Level studies to include a humanities subject join us in the History department.  

History? There’s no future in it? For you, there just may be.

